Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.056; wR factor = 0.159; data-to-parameter ratio = 20.6.
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Cg2, Cg3 and Cg4 are the centroids of the C26-C31, C20-C25 and C13-C18 benzene rings, respectively. (iii) Àx þ 1; Ày þ 1; Àz þ 1; (iv) x À 1; y À 1; z.
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2009 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2009 ); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXTL; molecular graphics: SHELXTL; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL and PLATON (Spek, 2009). 5,6-Dimethoxy-4',5'-diphenylindane-2-spiro-3'-pyrrolidine-2'-spiro-3''-indoline-1,2''-dione M. A. Ali, R. Ismail, S. C. Tan, C. S. Yeap and H.-K. Fun
Comment
The development of new efficient methods to synthesize nitrogen heterocycles with structural diversity is one of the major objectives of modern synthetic organic chemists (Kirsch et al., 2004) . Multicomponent 1,3-dipolar cycloaddition of ylidic species, such as azomethine ylides with olefinic dipolarophiles, plays a key role in the construction of biologically active five-membered heterocycles (Shi et al., 2009; Nair et al., 2007; Nájera et al., 2005; Coldham et al., 2005) . Highly substituted pyrrolidines have gained much prominence since they form the central skeleton of many natural products (Daly et al., 1986) .
Isatin and its derivatives possess interesting biological activities and are widely used as precursors for many natural products (Cui et al., 1996 , Xue et al., 2000 , Klumpp et al., 1998 . Spiropyrrolidinyloxindoles are also found in a number of alkaloids of biological importance (Hilton et al., 2000) . Due to the biological importance of the aforesaid heterocycles, the crystal structure determination of the title compound was carried out and the results are presented in this paper.
The molecular structure of the title compound is shown in Fig. 1 . The central pyrrolidine ring (N1/C12/C9-C11) adopts a half-chair conformation (twisted on the N1-C11 bond), with puckering parameters Q = 0.4196 (18) Å and φ = 198.1 (2)°( Cremer & Pople, 1975) . Both indolinone and indanone groups are twisted with their five-membered rings adopting a half chair (twisted on the C12-C19 bond) and an envelope (flap on the C9 atom) conformation respectively. The puckering parameters of these two rings are Q = 0.1316 (18) Å, φ = 127.6 (8)° and Q = 0.2814 (19) Å, φ = 323.9 (4)°. The two benzene rings (C20-C25 and C26-C31) and the mean plane of indolinone and indanone groups make dihedral angles of 71.98 (10), 84.32 (10), 86.26 (9) and 78.50 (9)°, respectively, with the central pyrrolidine ring. Intramolecular C8-H8B···O2 and C11-H11A···O2 hydrogen bonds (Table 1) stabilize the molecular structure. In the crystal structure, intermolecular N2-H1N2···O2 hydrogen bonds (Table 1) Table 1 ). Weak intermolecular C-H···π (Table 1 ) and π-π interactions are also observed (Cg1···Cg1 v = 3.6509 (11) Å; (v) = 1-x, -y, -z. Cg1 is centroid of benzene ring C2-C7).
Experimental
A mixture of (E)-2-bezylylidene-5,6-dimethoxy-2,3-dihydro-1H-indene-1-one (0.001 mmol), isatin (0.001 mmol) and phenylglycine (0.002 mmol) was dissolved in methanol (10 ml) and refluxed for 4 h. After completion of the reaction as evident from TLC, the mixture was poured into water (50 ml). The precipitated solid was filtered, washed with water and recrystallized from a petroleum ether-ethyl acetate mixture (1:1 v/v) to give the title compound as yellow crystals.
Refinement
The N-bound hydrogen atoms were located from the difference Fourier map and refined freely. All other hydrogen atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model, with C-H = 0.93-0.98 Å, and with U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (C) or 1.5 U eq (C) for methyl H atoms. A rotating-group model were applied for the methyl groups. Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound with atom labels and 50% probability ellipsoids for non-H atoms. 
Figures
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Special details
Experimental. The crystal was placed in the cold stream of an Oxford Cryosystems Cobra open-flow nitrogen cryostat (Cosier & Glazer, 1986) operating at 100.0 (1) K. Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 ) 
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Cg2, Cg3 and Cg4 are the centroids of the C26-C31, C20-C25 and C13-C18 benzene rings, respectively. 
